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SCHOLAR
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WHY IS BEING A SCHOLAR IN 
MEDICINE?

Ability to teach others 
(colleagues, medical 
students)

Ability to discuss 
complex issues while 
providing a meaningful 
opinion.

Evaluate information 
objectively, assessing the 
validity of the source

Always pushing 
boundaries, always 
striving to improve
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SCHOLAR ROLE 
ON THE MMI

Showing your thought-process / 
deductive reasoning (can be a 
“random question”

Interpreting data

Thinking on your feet while 
providing a thoughtful opinion
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WHAT ELSE ARE THEY LOOKING FOR?

Organized points

Logical thinking

Your ability to quickly synthesize information

Verifying the source

Understanding the research process
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DATA INTERPRETATION

You may be presented with data to discuss and analyze

Ex:  Discuss whether you think a patient is taking their diabetes medication after looking at a 
graph of plasma insulin levels throughout the day. 

Ex:  Comment on which antibiotic and which dose is the best treatment after looking at a 
dose/response graph.

You don’t need to comment on everything, and the medical jargon may be to throw you 
off, but the idea is to assess the data objectively. You may be asked to draw conclusions.
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APPROACH TO A DATA ANALYSIS 
STATION

Talk out loud Don’t be afraid to 
state the obvious

Take your time 
discussing the 
graph/variables

Use numbers 
from the graph

What do you see
and what does 
that mean?
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CALCULATION STATIONS

You may not have 
a calculator

You might have paper 
+ pencil

Memorize some basic 
conversions (mg to g) 

Practice mental 
math!!
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EXAMPLES

• You are asked to give a patient 1ml of 1% lidocaine. How many mg are you 
giving the patient?

• You are asked to give a patient weighing 50kg a 1mg/kg IV injection. The syringe 
contains 100mg in 2 ml. What volume of the solution in the syringe do you 
need to give?
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